US/Canadian Joint Initiative on Global Health Medical Educational Standards 

Date: July 22, 2008 
To: GHEC Membership 
From: Timothy Brewer and Tom Hall 
RE: Invitation to serve on a Committee concerned with GH medical educ. standards 


The Global Health Educational Consortium (GHEC) and the Association of Faculties of Medicine (AFMC) Resource Group on Global Health are establishing a joint Committee to develop consensus recommendations for global health educational standards for US and Canadian medical schools.  Building on work done by multiple groups and individuals, the Committee will be charged over the next nine months with constructing minimum core competency standards for global health education appropriate for all undergraduate medical students.  While the Committee’s initial focus is on determining the basic knowledge and skills in global health appropriate for US/Canadian medical students, future work will include adapting educational standards for nursing and other allied health professionals as well as recommendations for students and residents interested in pursuing more specialized training in global health.  An initial report of the Committee’s activities will be presented at the April, 2009 GHEC meeting.
Tasks and timeline: Individuals willing to serve on the Committee are asked to submit a short statement of interest to Karen Lam (Karen@globalhealthedu.org) in the GHEC office by August 14, 2008.  Selected individuals will be expected to participate in conference calls every 6-8 weeks and to undertake tasks associated with the Committee’s work.  Potential tasks may include leading literature and program reviews, running sub-committees, writing position statements and lobbying opinion leaders in academic medicine.  The Committee has a challenging task ahead of it and we look for members willing to work and who can participate in a half-day working group session that would be held in conjunction with the 2009 GHEC meeting.  For those with interest but limited time, see “Additional Opportunities” noted below.
Proposed Committee size and composition: Committee membership will be divided among Canadian and US medical school representatives, with at least three student representatives included on the Committee.  Faculty with experience in global health teaching or the design and evaluation of educational curricula and students with experience in relevant student groups are encouraged to apply.  The Chair position will rotate between US and Canada with T. Brewer (Canada) taking the first year.
Additional Opportunities: Individuals who feel that they may not have the time to serve on the Committee but are interested in being involved in this work are encouraged to be in contact with Karen with a brief description of your interest and availability.  Non-Committee volunteer opportunities range from serving on sub-committees or working groups to providing ad-hoc advice and assistance with Committee tasks.
Please feel free to address any questions concerning this Committee or its proposed activities to Tim Brewer (timothy.brewer@mcgill.ca) or Tom Hall (THall@epi.ucsf.edu).
We look forward to your reply. 

Timothy Brewer, MD, MPH, FACP 
Director, Global Health Programs 
Purvis Hall, Room 42 
1020 Pine Ave West 
Montreal, QC H3A 1A2, Canada 
telephone: (514) 398-6271; fax: (514) 398-4503 
timothy.brewer@mcgill.ca 

Thomas L. Hall, MD, DrPH 
Dept. of Epidemiology & Biostatistics 
UCSF School of Medicine, and 
   Global Health Education Consortium 
415/731-7944 (best); 415/514-8020 
415/731-3132(fax); thall@epi.ucsf.edu
